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o D & I core
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In 2017, there were approximately 355,000 tobacco retailers.
(UNC, Project 1)

https://aspirecenter.org/resource/tobacco-retailer-density-fact-sheets-for-30-cab-cities/
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In 2018, the tobacco industry spent over 
$1 million/hour on tobacco product 
advertising and promotions.

https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/fact_sheets/tobacco_industry/marketing/index.htm
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We should be concerned about an 
inequitable distribution of tobacco 
retailers and marketing by neighborhood 
sociodemographic characteristics. 
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Tobacco retailer density is a measure of 
the availability of tobacco retailers 
in a geographic area.

https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/fact_sheets/tobacco_industry/marketing/index.htm
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Tobacco retailer density & point-of-sale marketing

Smoking and 
cessation behaviors

Youth initiation, current smoking, 
impulse purchases1-3

Health outcomes COPD hospitalizations, life expectancy, 
mortality4-5

Neighborhood 
sociodemographics

Socioeconomic status, racial 
composition6-9

1. Clemens T, Tobacco Control (2018)
2. Henriksen L, Preventive Medicine (2008)
3. Robertson L, Tobacco Control (2016)
4. Lipton R, International Journal of Medical Sciences (2007)
5. Galiatsatos P, Tobacco Control (2018)
6. Lee JG, J Epidemiol Community Health (2017)
7. Lee JG, American Journal of Public Health (2015)
8. Kong A, Nicotine & Tobacco Research (2020)
9. Mills S, Health & Place (2018)
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Key Takeaways
Tobacco retailers are abundant, and there is ample tobacco 
marketing at the point of sale. 

Tobacco retailer density and marketing are associated with 
smoking behaviors and related health outcomes.

There is an inequitable distribution of tobacco retailers and 
marketing, which may put some historically marginalized 
and minoritized groups at a higher risk of tobacco use and 
related disease.
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Tobacco Retailer Density Fact Sheets



ASPiRE 30 Big Cities



Tobacco retailer density fact sheets



Ubiquitous



Located near schools



Easy to access
• On average, 70% of 30 city residents live within ½ mile 

of a tobacco retailer
o 54% in Dallas
o 49% in Fort Worth
o 67% in Houston
o 55% in San Antonio



Houston, TX

• Tobacco swamps are areas 
with a glut of tobacco 
retailers
 18% of residents live 

within 1,000 feet of a 
tobacco retailer
 67% of residents live 

within ½ mile (~10-
minute walk)



Clustered together

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400

30-city average

Dallas

Fort Worth

Houston

San Antonio

Avg distance between retailer and nearest competitor (feet)

~ 3 blocks

~ 2 blocks

~ 2 blocks

~ 2 blocks

~ 1.5 blocks

54%

44% 42% 43% 43%



A note on measuring density



Concentrated in lower-income areas

Relative difference in tobacco retailer density between 
highest- and lowest-income census tracts

4.7 times more tobacco retailers per 
square mile in lowest-income census tracts 
than highest-income tracts7.2

8.2

1.4

4.6

Density and income inequities in Houston?
• How is neighborhood defined?
• Patterns of gentrification or other structural 

factors?



4.7 times more tobacco 
retailers per square mile in
lowest-income census tracts 
than highest-income tracts

Relative difference in tobacco retailer density between highest- and lowest-income census tracts



Key takeaways

• Tobacco retailers are:
o Ubiquitous
o Located near schools
o Easy to access
o Clustered together
o Concentrated in lower-income areas



Helpful URLs
• The ASPiRE Center: http://aspirecenter.org/

• Tobacco Swamps Dashboard:
https://aspirecenter.org/tobacco-swamps/

• Tobacco Retailer Density Fact Sheets and more:
https://aspirecenter.org/tobaccoretailers/

• Go directly to all resources for your city:
https://aspirecenter.org/dallas/

Amanda Kong, PhD, MPH

akong2@live.unc.edu

Ilana Raskind, PhD, MSc

iraskind@stanford.edu

Contact us

http://aspirecenter.org/
https://aspirecenter.org/tobacco-swamps/
https://aspirecenter.org/tobaccoretailers/
https://aspirecenter.org/dallas/
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